(Ireland.) 



10 July 1828. 




A 

BILL 

[AS AMENDED BY THE COMMITTEE] 



To amend the Laws relating to the Butter Trade 
in Ireland. 



<£ 111 3 & by an Act passed in the fifty-second year of Preamble, 

the reign of his late Majesty King George the Third, in- 
tituled, “ An Act for the better regulation of the Butter Trade in 
“ Ireland,” it is amongst other things enacted, That no person shall 
5 buy, sell or expose for sale any empty cask or casks for packing of 
Butter within any city or liberties thereof, town corporate, place of 
export, or market town in Ireland , before such cask or casks shall be 
weighed and branded by the Public Weigh- master or joint Public 
Weigh-masters in the said Act mentioned, his or their deputy or 
10 deputies, which said Weigh-master or Weigh-masters, his or their 
deputy or deputies, is and are thereby empowered and required to 
weigh all such empty casks, and to make such allowance on account 
of soakage as therein mentioned : And whereas by an Act passed 
in the fifty-third year of the reign of his said late Majesty, 

15 intituled, “ An Act for the further regulation of the Butter Trade 
“ in Ireland ,” it is enacted, That from and after the passing of the 
said Act, no person shall sell or expose to sale any cask or casks 
within any city or liberties thereof, towti corporate, place of ex- 
port, or market town in Ireland, for packing of Butter for sale or 
20 export, or shall make up or pack any Butter in any cask Or casks to be 
exposed to sale or for export in suGh city, town corporate or market 
town, or place of export, unless such cask of casks be made of good 
seasoned oak or ash, sycamore or beech (whereof ilo part to be of bog 
timber) and shall be full bound ar.d made tight, so that each cask 
shall hold pickle, with head and bottom equally dooled, and set to the 
cross with good and sufficient hoops on each Cask, all well twigged 
with good fresh osier twigs : 

521. AND 
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AND whereas it is expedient to repeal so much of the said Acts as 
has been hereinbefore recited, of the said fifty-second and fifty-third 
years of the reign of his late Majesty ; 315 e it therefore, and it is 
hereby Cfcttactet), by The KING’s most Excellent Majesty, by and 
with the advice and consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, 5 
and Commons, in this present Parliament assembled, and by the 
Repealing Authority of the same, THAT so much of the said Acts so passed 
Acts 52 and as aforesaid in the fifty-second and fifty-third years of the reign of 
53 Geo. 3. his i a te Majesty, as is hereinbefore recited, shall be and the same is 

hereby Repealed. 10 

of what Ma- And be it further Enacted, That every Cask in which Butter may 
are to be so ^ or exposed for sale in any sea-port or place of export in 

made. Ireland, shall be made of oak, ash, beech or sycamore, no part 

thereof being of bog timber, and of no other description of wood, 
and shall be in a good and merchantable state ; and if any such 15 
weigh-master as aforesaid shall be of opinion that any such cask so 
brought to any such weigh-house is made of any other wood than is 
hereby directed and allowed, or is not in a good and merchantable 
state, or that with any fraudulent purpose or design the weight of 
any such cask hath by soaking or otherwise been improperly increased, 2 o 
it shall be lawful for such weigh-master to seize any such cask or casks, 
and the same to carry before the Mayor or other chief Magistrate of 
any such sea-port or place of export, or before any Justice of the peace 
acting for the county wherein any sea-port or place of export may 
be situate, who shall thereupon, by a summons under his hand and 25 
seal, require the attendance before him, at some convenient time and 
place in such summons to be mentioned, of Three persons conversant 
with the Butter trade of such port or place of export, which Three 
persons shall act as and be in the nature of a Jury for the trial of any 
Information to be laid before such Mayor or chief Magistrate or Justice g 0 
of the peace as aforesaid, and shall be liable to challenge on the 
ground of interest in the question in dispute, and on no other ground 
whatever, and such challenge shall immediately be decided by such 
Mayor or chief Magistrate or Justice of the peace as aforesaid, and if 
the same shall be by him allowed, such enquiry shall be adjourned 35 
until some other competent person shall in like manner be summoned 
to act upon such Inquest; and such Three persons, being first duly 
sworn to give a verdict according to the evidence (which oath any 
such Mayor, chief Magistrate or Justice is hereby authorized to ad- 
minister) any such Information as aforesaid shall be heard, tried and 40 
decided summarily before and under the direction of such Mayor, Ma- 
gistrate or Justice, and by the verdict of such Three Jurors as afore- 
said, or of the majority of them ; and it shall be lawful for such Mayor, 
Magistrate or Justice, if to him it shall seem necessary, but not other- 
wise, to order any such cask as aforesaid to be stripped, and such 
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Three Jurors as aforesaid, or the majority of them, shall and may, by 
any such verdict as aforesaid, adjudge any such cask, or the whole or 
any such portion (as to them may seem meet) of the Butter therein 
contained, to be forfeited for the benefit of the weigh- master preferring 
5 any such Information, or otherwise shall and may direct that any such 
cask and Butter be restored, and shall and may adjudge any such 
weigh-master to the payment of a fine nt exceeding Twenty shillings 
if it shall appear to their satisfaction that the Information so preferred 
was unnecessary, frivolous and vexatious. 

I0 And be it further Enacted, That it shall be lawful for any such Mayors or 
Mayor, Magistrate or Justice as aforesaid, by summons under his may summon 
hand, to require the attendance of any witness, and to administer an Pames ' 
oath to any witness attending at any such Inquest as aforesaid, and to 
fine, in any sum not exceeding Forty shillings, any person upon whom 
15 any such summons shall be proved to have been served, who shall not 
in compliance therewith attend upon any such Inquest ; and in case 
any person adjudged to the payment of any such costs or fines as 
aforesaid shall not forthwith pay the same, any such Mayor, Magis- 
trate or Justice as aforesaid is hereby authorized to levy the amount 
20 of any such costs or fine by warrant of distress against the goods and 
chattels of the person adjudged to the payment thereof. 

And be it further Enacted, That every such Weigh-master as afore- weigh Mas- 
said shall, for weighing and branding every such cask as aforesaid, be j* r pg" s tltled 
entitled to have, demand and receive for weighing and branding 
25 casks of Butter, the following Fees j that is to say, 



And any such weigh-master who shall receive or demand any greater 
or other fee, emolument, or reward for weighing and branding any 
such cask of Butter, and any person or persons counterfeiting, altering, 
defacing or obliterating any such marks so branded as aforesaid, shall 
g 0 respectively for such offences incur and become liable to all such and 
the same penalties, fines and forfeitures as they, he or she would by 
virtue of the said Act so passed as aforesaid in the fifty-second year 
of His Majesty’s reign, have incurred or become liable unto for de- 
manding or receiving any unlawful fee, emolument or reward, or for 
35 counterfeiting, altering, defacing or obliterating any brands or marks 
stamped or impressed upon any cask or casks by virtue and in pur- 
suance of the said Act. 

And be it further Enacted, That this Act shall take effect and come Commence- 
into operation on and from the First day of August One thousand ment0 
eight hundred and twenty-eight. 
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